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Proclamation 5008 of December 29,1982 

National Closed-Captioned Television Month 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Nothing is more important to the welfare and progress of the United States 
than the assurance that all its people are afforded equality of opportunities. 
Our Nation's commitment to open new doors of opportunity for people in 
all walks of life has guided the growth of our Nation and stands as a meas­
ure of its greatness. 

The realization of our high hopes for a better America can be gauged by 
our ability to bring the handicapped of our Nation into the mainstream of 
society. The recent initiation in March 1980 of closed-captioned television, 
which opened this important communications medium to millions of deaf 
and hearing-impaired Americans, is a significant achievement toward this 
end. The development of closed-captioned television marks the culmination 
of many years of cooperative effort by government, private industry and 
nonprofit groups. It is breaking down historic communications barriers and 
opening new social, educational and vocational opportunities for the hear­
ing-impaired. 

In recognition of the invaluable service performed by closed-captioned tele­
vision, and in order to call public attention to the contribution that it is 
making toward enriching the lives of millions of Americans, the Congress 
has, by joint resolution, requested that the President designate the month of 
December 1982 as "National Closed-Captioned Television Month." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the month of December 1982 as National 
Closed-Captioned Television Month. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and seventh. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5009 of January 3,1983 

Bicentennial of Air and Space Flight 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On November 21, 1783, a French balloonist named Etienne de Montgolfier 
made the first manned flight in history when he soared aloft in a hot air 
balloon at LaMuette, France. The balloon sailed over Paris for 25 minutes 
and traveled five and one-half miles. 

This epochal flight fulfilled mankind's desire, as old as the myth of Icarus, 
to become airborne. But it was also something more than the fulfillment of 
a dream. Montgolfier's achievement was a concrete demonstration of the 
power of technological know-how when coupled with the yearnings of the 
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